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The once-in-a-generation chance to write a history of the Netherlands should not have been wasted on a Flemish-centred economic history, no matter how good it is. Blockmans's point of departure is mapping and understanding the internal dynamics of the Netherlands, originating in and concentrating on the south, i.e. Flanders. That entails a rather specific characterisation and delineation of the medieval Netherlands. The Prometheus Geschiedenis series calls for a wellbalanced book that also discusses the northern, eastern and southern parts of present-day Netherlands and pays due attention to religion, art and culture. This review makes allowance for trends in national, trans-national and regional history and suggests alternative book plans.
That Wim Blockmans, the one and only author of the latest comprehensive history of the Netherlands in the Middle Ages, also contributed to the fourth volume (1980) of the (Nieuwe) Algemene Geschiedenis der Nederlanden (nagn), the brainchild of 36 authors, is an intriguing piece of information.
2 As a brilliant young historian he had a good instinct for the trends in his profession and therefore rightly made a substantial contribution to the fifteen-volume history of the Netherlands at a time when such books were the prerogative of established representatives of the discipline of history. Looking back, the nagn with its Annales-Braudelian approach was fully up-to-date due to the fact that the editors hired young blood who got a chance to air their newly established, sometimes radical, historical insights. discussiedossier -discussion a flemish-centred economic history of the netherlands santing extent agriculture, are concerned. In the main, culture and religion figure instrumentally, explaining the exercise of power, or even just to illustrate certain occurrences. Erasmus, for instance, besides a minimal reference to In this light the author's denunciation of Dutch regional histories, which according to him are far too inwardly oriented, seems a bit hasty.
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The praised history of Brabant is not the only one covering an area now in two countries, since various recent histories of regions on the present No other nation of Europe, by its geographical situation or by its history, has become so equally balanced in the midst of the three foremost nations of www.nieuwpoort-digitaal.be.
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